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wounds, all knowingly inflicted by adults who ought to know better but are too caught up in their 
own egos and their own needs to show the world that they're winners, too. 
 
``We need to define for our children what winning really means. When you're  
10 years old you need to know that if you tried your best and did everything  
you could, you are absolutely a winner.'' 
 
Those who've traveled with him have often heard Orr, when addressing young  
audiences, implore kids to disregard expensive brand names. 
 
``I never had new skates until I was 12,'' he told a gathering in West Roxbury. ``The ones I wore 
were second-hand; my parents got them in exchanges. You don't need top-of-the-line equipment 
to have fun. And don't be  
asking your parents to buy $30 sticks for pond hockey either; it's unnecessary, and unfair to them. 
You don't have to spend big money to do well in sports; you just have to love what you're doing.'' 
 
So there he was in Toronto when the fists started flying. 
 
``Did you get into it?'' he was asked. 
 
``Not in the middle of it, no. But I did tell a few of the adults, `Get these kids out of here,' because 
they were all milling around and I didn't want them getting into it, too.'' 
 
``What were the reactions of people who recognized you?'' 
 
``I wasn't paying attention to that. But what got me mad was the people in your business. I'll bet I 
got 48 calls from reporters, half of them acting as if it was the first time anything like this had ever 
happened. If they'd done a little checking they'd have found there were three other incidents there  
within 10 days of this one. So I wouldn't talk with any of them, other than to ask, `Is it a story just 
because I was involved? Would you have cared enough to cover it if I wasn't there?' '' 
 
``What did they say?'' 
 
``Nothing, but we know the answer,'' he replied. ``Each time we hear about another incident, I 
think maybe it'll be the one that brings us to our senses. We can see the lessons everywhere we 
look, but I'm afraid we've yet to learn them.'' 
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